Dr. Jan Peter Balkenende

Max Weber, a neves vallasszociologus, egyik tanulmanyaban a politikar6l, mint hivatasrol irt. Ugyancsak t6le
tudjuk, hogy ez az eredendGen egyhazi kifejezés a reformacio hatasara terjedt el az evilagi foglalkozasok
megnevezésére is. Napjainkban, amikor a politika és hivatds egymastol nagyon tavol keriilni latszik, a
reformatus szocial-etikanak kotelessége, hogy felfedezze azokat a személyiségeket, akiknek elméleti és
gyakorlati munkassagaban ez a kettd szorosan Osszetartozik. A Holland Kiralysag miniszterelndke, Dr. Jan Peter
Balkenende olyan neves torténész, jogasz és kdzgazdasz, akinek mind tudomanyos munkassagaban, mind napi
publicisztikdjaban jelen vannak a keresztyén politikai és gazdasagi etika, igy a politikdnak, mint hivatasnak
alapelvei.

Mint torténész, pontosan ismeri azokat az évszazados szoros kapcsolatokat, amelyek a holland és a magyar
népet, a holland és a magyar reformatus egyhdzakat és egyetemeket, és altaluk a két kultarat 6sszeflizik. A mai
nap ezekért is szerény koszonet kivan lenni Hollandia miniszterelnokén keresztiil az egész holland népnek.
Kulturalis és egyhazi kapcsolatainknak most csak két, egyetemiinkhdz is kapcsolodd megnyilvanulasarol szolok.
Elészor a mairol: bolesészettudomanyi karunkon a néderlandisztika szakon mintegy szdzan tanulnak és mar
ennél tobben szereztek diplomat. A Hittudomanyi Karon pedig a két vilaghdboru kdzott meghatarozo iranyzatot
képviselt Abraham Kuyper tanitvanya, dr. Sebestyén Jend professzor, aki évtizedeken at a Hongarische Heraut
cimi holland nyelvii folydiratban adott tajékoztatast a magyar kalvinizmusrol.

Dr. Balkenende az elmult évben vette at princetoni testvér intézményilinkben az Abraham Kuyper dijat, melyet a
reformatus teologia és a kozélet kapcsolatat elémozditd kivalosagok szamara alapitottak. Dr. Balkenende vallalja
az egykori teologus, egyhazi vezetd és miniszterelnok szellemi 6rokségét is. Az altala alapitott Szabadegyetemen
szerezte diplomait, 1980-ban a torténettudomanyokbol, 1982-ben holland jogbol, majd ugyancsak a
jogtudomanyokbol doktordlt a kormanyzati szabalyozds ¢és a civil tarsadalom szervezetei témaju
tarsadalomrol és gazdasagrol” targykorben. Az egész holland egyetemi életrdl is alapos attekintéssel rendelkezik,
hiszen 1982-1984. kézott A Holland Egyetemek Tanacsanak jogiigyi eléaddi tisztét toltotte be.

Dr. Jan Peter Balkenende politikusként a keresztyéndemokracia elkotelezettje. 1998-ig a Keresztyén Demokrata
Szovetség iranyito testiiletének volt vezetdségi tagja. 1998. és 2002. kozott parlamenti képvisel6 az emlitett part
szineiben, 2001. oktober 1-t6l a frakcid vezetdje. 1982—1998-ig az Amstelveen-i varosi tanacs képviseldje, 1994-
ig a CDA ottani képviseldcsoportjanak vezetdje.

Szamos tarsadalmi szervezetnek is vezetdségi tagja, igy pl az NCRV hirk6zl6 szervezet kuratoriumanak
elndkhelyettese, a Keresztyén Ugyvédek Egyesiiletének elndke, a parlamenti tdrténelmi bizottsag tagja.

2002. julius 22-én a rola elnevezett elsé kormany miniszterelnokévé és az Altalanos Ugyek Miniszterévé
nevezték ki, majd a masodik Balkenende kormanyban ugyanezt a tisztet tolti be 2003. majus 27 6ta.

Egyetemiink szaméara megtiszteltetés, hogy Oexcellenciaja elfogadja a tiszteltbeli doktori cimet.

In English

Max Weber, the well-known sociologist of religion, wrote about politics as a vocation in one of his studies. He
pointed out that it was the effect of the Reformation that the word vocation, originally a clerical term, became
applied to secular professions as well. Nowadays, when politics and vocation seem to be moving far away from
each other, those personalities must be recognized by Protestant social ethics who are able to unite the two
notions both in theory and in practice. Dr Jan Peter Balkenende, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands is a distinguished historian, lawyer and economist, whose academic works, as well as public
speeches represent the principles of Christian political and economical ethics, the principles of politics as a
vocation.

As a historian, he is perfectly aware of the old and significant relationship between the people of Holland and
Hungary, between the Dutch and Hungarian Protestant churches and universities and thus between the two
cultures. Today I would like to express our gratitude, through the Prime Minister, to the people of Holland as a
whole as well. Let me mention only two examples of our cultural and clerical contact. First, about the present: at
the Dutch Department of the Faculty of Humanities, the number of students reaches a hundred, and even more
students have already graduated. And now, about the past: at the Faculty of Theology, between the two world
wars, a student of Abraham Kuyper, Prof. Jend Sebestyén represented a most influential school and published
articles about Hungarian Calvinism for decades in Dutch, in the journal called Hongarische Heraut.

Last year Dr Balkenende was awarded the Abraham Kuyper Prize for Excellence in Reformed Theology and



Public Life at our partner institution in Princeton. Dr Balkenende takes on the intellectual and spiritual legacy of
the one-time theologian, dignitary of the church and prime minister. He earned his degrees at the Free University
of Amsterdam founded by Abraham Kuyper, a degree in History in 1980 and in Dutch Law in 1982, followed by
the completion of his PhD in Law with a disseration on government regulation and civil society organisations in
1992. He was a professor at the university teaching Christian social thought on society and economics between
1993 and 2002. He has extensive knowledge of university life since he was a legal affairs policy officer at the
Council of Universities in the Netherlands from 1982 to 1984.

Dr Balkenende is a devoted Christian Democrat. He served on the staff of the policy institute of the Christian
Democratic Alliance until 1998. From 1998 to 2002 he was a member of the House of Representatives of the
States General for the CDA and the leader of the CDA parliamentary party since 1st of October, 2001. He was a
member of the Amstelveen Municipality between 1982 and 1998 and the leader of its CDA group until 1994. He
has also been a member and vice-chair of the board of the broadcasting corporation NCRV, chair of the
Association of Christian Lawyers, a member of the board of the Parliamentary History Group. On 22nd of July,
2002 Dr Balkenende was appointed Prime Minister and Minister of General Affairs in the first government to
bear his name, then he was appointed to the same posts in the second Balkenende government on 27th of May,
2003.

Our university is privileged indeed by His presence and it is my pleasure to to award an honorary doctorate to
His Excellency.
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